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BY MARY CAMPBELLWhat could be worse thansuffering the loss of achild? I find myselfcontemplating that unthinkablescenario all too often. As execu-tive director for the Brain TumorFoundation for Children (BTFC)for six years, I have known far toomany parents who have sufferedsuch a loss. But I still cannotimagine how extremely difficult itmust be. As the mother of fourhealthy children, it is incompre-hensible to me and too painful toeven imagine.I am, therefore, continuallyinspired by parents who turn theirgrief into action to help others.My most recent inspirationcomes in the form of Treza and EddieJohnson of Alpharetta, Georgia. In July of2003 their beautiful 3-year-old sonKendall was stricken with a diffuse intrin-sic pontine glioma. Tragically, there is littlehope for children with this tumor thatinvades the brain stem, or lowermost por-tion of the brain. Kendall succumbed tothe disease just nine months following hisdiagnosis, during which time he endured

chemotherapy treatmentsto extend his life andallow his parents precioustime with their son.I first met Treza andEddie at Children’sHealthcare of Atlanta on a“brain tumor clinic” daysoon after Kendall’s diag-nosis. Visiting with fami-lies on clinic days is oneof the services providedby BTFC. I was immedi-ately impressed with theirstrong faith and prayedthat it would help them through the diffi-cult road ahead, which it did. FollowingKendall’s death, Treza contacted me andsaid she and Eddie wanted to get involvedto help other families who were travelingthis difficult journey.I asked Kay Weaver, a board memberwho had also recently lost her son -Gregory at age 17 - to join Treza and mefor lunch. Certainly only a parent whohad lost a child could understand. Treza,who was expecting a child in just a fewmonths, was eager to get started doingsomething to make a difference. I won-dered how this young woman, with abrand new baby on the way and a full-

time job, was going to find the time.The two moms hit it off and Trezahelped with an event to benefit ourButterfly Fund, which provides emer-gency financial assistance for familiesstruggling to make ends meet whilecaring for their child. The Johnsonsand the Weavers had a special place intheir hearts for the families who mustdeal with overwhelming financialburdens when their children weresick.In September, 2004, KennedyJohnson was born, providing her par-ents with a new source of joy. TheJohnsons continued to help at theFoundation whenev-er possible and a yearlater, Treza called totell me she wasexpecting, this timewith twin boys! Sheexcitedly related tome the story of howshortly beforeKendall’s death,when she was preg-nant with Kennedy,Kendall told hismom and dad hewanted her to havetwo babies – two boybabies, before finallysaying he wanted agirl baby. Imaginethe feelings of Trezaand Eddie to know that Kendall’s wish wascoming true! Cameron and Christian wereborn in January, 2006 to the delight oftheir parents and big sister Kennedy.Now there surely will be no time for thisbusy couple to be involved, I thought. ButEddie enthusiastically joined our Board ofDirectors in 2006, jumping right in to helpwith an upcoming fundraiser.With three small children and stillemployed full-time, Treza was not satisfiedto have Eddie doing all the work. So onMay 19th, she pulled off the inaugural “ATaste of Hope” fundraiser for BTFC in thecouple’s neighborhood. This event, whichincluded samplings of cuisine donated bymore than 15 local restaurants, was a cel-ebration of Kendall’s life and a way forneighbors and friends to help.I would like to salute Treza and Eddieand the many other parents I know who,despite the pain of an unfathomable loss,and despite a hectic schedule, do what isnecessary to make things better for anoth-er child and another family. You are to becommended.
Mary Campbell is Executive Director of The Brain Tumor Foundation for Children, Inc.
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